Glasgow & Galloway
Diocesan News
Issue 92 – Feb 2010
Meet the next bishop

ELECTED the new Bishop of Glasgow & Galloway on 16 January, the Very Revd Dr Gregor Duncan is well known in the diocese, having been Dean since 1996 and Rector of St Ninian’s Pollokshields for over a decade. Before taking a well-earned holiday after the election, he found time to tell DNS readers a little more about himself...

Back in 1984 when you were ordained as a vicar in the Church of England, could you have imagined yourself becoming a bishop?

No! I think I saw my future then as continuing as a vicar.

   How did you see the role of bishop then?

My bishop then was someone of great authority and significance who lived in a medieval palace in the huge Diocese of Peterborough, which covers Northamptonshire, Rutland and Peterborough itself. He also had the reputation of being the rudest bishop in England! And he hated the Alternative Service Book. But he was much loved. He was someone of deep prayer and theological acumen. He was very pastoral-minded and took an interest in all of his clergy. I knew he prayed for me and cared what I was doing.

    What’s different now?

Apart from the rudeness? Well, the scale is very different. Whereas the size of an English diocese can make a bishop quite a remote figure, in the Scottish Episcopal Church, you are much closer to people. A lot is fundamentally the same, though: you are there to support and care for the clergy and lay leadership, offering your personal presence, giving people time, space and prayer every day. That’s particularly important in a church of our size. Ours is also a very diverse diocese, and part of my role will be to hold it together and help people feel they belong to one another.

   Tell us something that you’re especially grateful to have inherited from Bishop Idris.

   I learned a lot from working with Bishop Idris. He is a genuinely open-minded and very loyal person who helped me see I also could be open-minded without being unprincipled. I also have gained a wider theological grasp than I would have.

What were the hardest things about being a candidate?

To be exposed to such deep scrutiny by my peers, especially at the Electoral Synod. Wondering if I would be found wanting, and knowing that if I fumbled the final stage it would have haunted me. Besides that, there was the huge sense of uncertainty with my life and my congregation’s. At times it seemed hard to keep that in perspective.

What was the best thing?

The sense of being prayed for and supported with love and concern was quite tangible. When it came to it, it was wonderful to know I could share myself and be open, especially with the preparatory committee and Electoral Synod.

What will you miss most about your parish work?

Being in the midst of just one congregation, helping them as they try to be a community of faith. Apart from a brief time as a theological college chaplain, being a parish priest has been meat and drink to me for years. That intimacy is not going to last much longer.

Three things you pray for Glasgow & Galloway as you look forward?

· That our clergy will know they are valued, encouraged, challenged and prayed for by their bishop;

· That all of us as a diocese could be more together, enjoying God’s gifts and finding delight and joy in being together in parish life;

· That the main focus of our lives as Christians is what we do in the world and not what we do in church, so we are energised, sustained and transformed by Word and Sacrament in order to live faith day by day.

Three things you want us to hold in our prayers when we pray for you?

· That I remember to seek proper support and counsel – because it is an isolating job otherwise;

· That I remember to sustain the daily discipline of prayer when I no longer have my ‘own’ church to go into;

· That I, too, will find joy – in being bishop.

Dean Gregor Duncan (59) succeeds the Rt Revd Dr Idris Jones, who retired last year after serving the diocese as Bishop for 11 years.

A graduate of Glasgow University, he went on to study for his PhD at Cambridge. He was ordained priest in 1984. In 1986 he returned to Scotland to serve as chaplain at Edinburgh Theological College. Before moving to his present charge in Pollokshields, he was Rector of St Columba’s Largs from 1989 to 1999.

His interests include collecting records and CDs, cooking, entertaining, and reading modern novels, travel and history books.

The election was carried out by an Electoral Synod (comprising representatives of clergy and lay church members from the Diocese of Glasgow & Galloway) and was chaired by the Most Revd David Chillingworth, Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church, who said: 

“I am delighted to welcome Dean Gregor Duncan as the next Bishop of Glasgow & Galloway. He has faithfully served the Scottish Episcopal Church and the clergy and people of Glasgow and Galloway for many years.

“He is widely respected and admired for his faithful pastoral care and the strength of his spirituality.”

His service of consecration will be in St Mary’s Cathedral. The date will be announced shortly.
£125,000 repair grant

ST Bartholomew’s in Gourock has been awarded £125,000 towards repairs by the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Standing on a cliff-side location, looking out onto the Firth of Clyde, St Bartholomew’s has suffered from its exposure to the elements. Built in 1857, its simple Gothic Revival style exterior hides a detailed interior which includes a plaque of Dutch tiles in remembrance of hospitality given to Dutch soldiers, sailors and airmen during the Second World War.

It has been a popular venue for music and choral concerts, but these have had to be curtailed because of the church’s leaks and loose slates. The project includes partly re-roofing the building, re-pointing and making conservation repairs to the stained and leaded glass.

St Bartholomew’s was among five Scottish churches and one cathedral to receive Lottery funding in this latest round.

Colin McLean, head of the Heritage Lottery Fund, said: “Scotland has such a diverse range of churches, each one reflecting the social history of its community as well as the influences upon the country’s architecture.

“They stamp a sense of identity on their towns and villages while providing a venue for worship and for many other community activities.”
Working well with groups
Starting Saturday 20 February, Glasgow and Ayr

MANY of us lead or work with groups in a congregational, community or work context.

And so, in response to demand, the diocese has put together a two-part course on Working Well with Groups.

Part 1 will cover:

· listening and responding;

· enabling discussion;

· setting up and using space appropriately; and 

· working with a co-facilitator.

Part 2, to follow in the autumn, will focus on group dynamics, dealing with:

· challenging behaviour; 

· handling difference; 

· reaching consensus; 

· conflict transformation and more.

This training is open to all, with or without experience, who are interested in leading groups. It should equally benefit those who would value the chance to polish old skills and perhaps gain some new ones along the way.

The two days are being offered as a unitary course (that is part 1 and a sequential part 2) for folk in the diocese who want to offer to lead groups in their home congregations and get involved in the delivery of training material in regional settings.

The days will be framed in worship and will model small group worship leading. Other interested people from within and outside the diocese can also opt to come to one or the other Saturday. The autumn date for Part 2 will be publicised later in the year.

Part 1 will be held on Saturday 20 February, with a choice of two locations. It runs from 10:30 to 4pm.

In Glasgow it will be in the training suite at St Matthew’s Church, 200 Balmore Road, G22 6LJ, and led by Gill Young and Claire Starr.

In Ayr it will be in Holy Trinity Church Hall, Fullarton Street, and led by Anne Tomlinson and Elspeth Strachan.

A sandwich lunch will be provided. The fee, payable on the day, is £5 to cover lunch and handouts.

Please register with Anne Tomlinson before 12 February. You can contact her at: mdo.gg@btinternet.com or 0131 668 1322.
Give it up for Lent!

If you’re a youth worker in Glasgow & Galloway, working either in a faith or secular environment, here’s good news about DYN and its next big event...

THE Diocesan Youth Network has emerged reinvigorated after a time of dormancy.

It exists to encourage and support:

· Young people in the diocese;

· All those working with young people between the ages of 11 and 17 years in the diocese;

· Those who currently don’t work with young people but feel that it is important to support and help those who currently do.

Right now, the Network’s calling for participants for its next big event: Give it up for Lent.
This is one for 11-17-year-olds, and the invitation is to spend a day drumming, singing and creating with friends from around the diocese.

Christian Okeke tells us: “Jane Bentley of Art Beat, the Iona Community Youth Team and a smattering of Holy Citizens will be making us laugh, smile and think.

“Come and mark the start of Lent in an amazing way!”

· Where? It’s at St Bride’s Church, 69 Hyndland Road, Glasgow.

· Date and time: Saturday 20 February, 10am-4pm.

· Cost: just £2 as a contribution towards refreshments and lunch.

   For more information, the Network has a Facebook page (search Scottish Episcopal Church – Glasgow & Galloway Youth Network) and can also be contacted on: GlasgowAndGallowayDYN@googlemail.com. Or you can e-mail Revd Christian Okeke: bishopc7@yahoo.com.
Feasting on the Word

THIS is a day session led by Revd Darren McFarland on the theology and practice of the administration of Holy Communion from the Reserved Sacrament. In the afternoon it examines leading services of the Word. 

It’s open to all clergy, Lay Readers and any who are authorised to administer Communion from the Reserved Sacrament. Sandwich lunch. 

It is at St John’s Dumfries, Saturday 6 March, 10.30am-3.15pm. Register with mdo.gg@btinternet.com by 28 February.
Readers explore future

A NATIONAL conference for Lay Readers will explore what Reader Ministry in the SEC in the 21st century will look like.

A residential setting will allow time to hear from a number of notable speakers and offer opportunities for worship, reflection and discussion. 

The event is organised by Glasgow & Galloway but is open to Readers from across Scotland.

There will be practical workshops in key areas of ministry and skills development.

It takes place on 7 May at the Scottish Police College, Tulliallan.

Contact Brian Woodburn (01556 610519).
Tyred pob Cymro Dydd Gwl Dewi

A unique event takes place in south-west Scotland this year with a St David’s day Eucharist in Welsh...

It will be at Ayr’s Holy Trinity Church, led by the assistant priest, Revd Professor Peter Neil.

Native Scot Peter learned Welsh while he was a professor at the University of Aberystwyth. He’s now based in Ayr as head of the school of education at the University of the West of Scotland.

Holy Trinity's congregation includes a number of Welsh speakers, and it is hoped that other ex-patriots from around the diocese will come and support this event.

However, you don’t need to be Welsh or speak the language to take part.

Although the liturgy will be in Welsh,  a translation will be provided and the sermon, preached by the rector, Revd Dr Ian Meredith will be in English (despite the Welsh surname).

Ian says there are no prizes for guessing what one of the hymns will be!

In case you haven’t figured it out yet, Tyred pob Cymro Dydd Gwl Dewi .is Welsh for ‘Come all Welsh people to the Feast Day of St David’. The service takes place on Monday 1 March at 7.30pm.

Holy Trinity Church is in Fullarton Street, right in the centre of town, next to the bus station.
Mothers’ Union’s Make a Mother’s Day campaign offers ethical virtual gifts that help family carers through some of life’s most challenging difficulties. 

They range from £7 to £168, ducks to chicks, seeds to goats. 

Said MU spokesperson Fiona Thomas: “My particular favourite has to be Childhood is going bust for £40 –with the message: ‘Help us ban bras for seven-year olds. We believe the sexualisation of pre-teen girls is wrong.’

“I’ll be doing my bit to protect my own daughter’s childhood by helping Mothers’ Union lobby against the aggressive marketing to children by buying this in memory of my mother this year.

“She would have heartily approved.”

Buy online: makeamothersday.org.
Dioscesan Synod
THIS year’s Diocesan Synod takes place on Saturday 27 February at the Glynhill Hotel, Renfrew.

Regional Councils have been asked to submit any motions via their Diocesan Council representatives to Diocesan Council.

Recently elected Lay Reps and Alternates particularly are asked to take note of this notice.
THE Institution of Revd Lorna A Mortis will take place at St Paul and St John the Evangelist Church, Monklands, on Wednesday 24 February at 7pm.

A native of Edinburgh, Lorna initially trained and worked as a primary school teacher for 13 years before becoming a visiting teacher of the deaf from 1989 till now.

She was ordained Deacon in 1998 and Priest in 1999, carrying out a variety of duties within the Diocese of Edinburgh such as Non-Stipendiary Curate, Priest-in-Charge, Honorary Associate Priest, Honorary Episcopal Chaplain at NRIE and Western General Hospitals and Diocesan Supernumerary, at the same time continuing in her teaching role with the deaf.
Leading edge

CPAS, an Anglican evangelical mission agency working with churches across the UK, is keen to work with the Scottish Episcopal Church equipping leaders for mission in a changing world as part of its ‘Leading Edge’ programme. 

As a pilot for this new partnership work in Scotland, CPAS has set up and part-funded a day event for stipendiary clergy to look at the art of ‘discerning direction’. 

Each forum will comprise up to ten participants, a trainer and a facilitator.

CPAS Leading Edge events are designed to provide participants with insight and skills to lead a missional church.

The Leading Edge workshop is being offered in three venues across the diocese for easy attendance:

Monday 8 February, Buccleuch Room, Renfield St Stephen Church, Glasgow;

Monday 12 April, St Ninian’s Church Hall, Troon;

Monday 26 April, Elshieshields Tower, Lochmaben.

It is hoped that there will be a high take-up of these sessions, and that they will pave the way for future co-operative working between our two organisations.

Contact info@cpas.org.uk.

News and events in brief . . .
ST Margaret's Newlands is planning a Clothing Clear-out fundraiser so if you're planning a spring clean or just feel the need to have a tidy up and turn out, keep any unwanted clothing aside for this event.

Contact Jan MacDonald (0141-585 3155 or jan.lynne2303@gmail.com).

HOLY CITY is a monthly workshop & worship event for curious folk and faithful doubters concerned with the contemporary challenges for progressive Christianity. 

Organised by the Wild Goose Resource Group and others, the next night is Sunday 28 February, 7pm, Renfield St Stephen’s Centre, 260 Bath Street, Glasgow.

ART and Soul is a church art group for beginners at Ayr’s Holy Trinity, every Friday, 2-4pm. Newcomers welcome.

FREE or highly subsidised training is on offer to folk whose income is no more than £22,000 a year.

An Independent Learning Account gives an annual allowance of £200-500. 

This could be the opportunity to gain a new skill or formal recognition for those you already have, and to use your new qualification in your voluntary work.

Call 0808 100 1090 for an application form.

The Institution of the new Rector of St. Ninian’s, Revd Canon Tom Montgomery, takes place on Friday 12th February at 7.30pm. The service will be conducted by the Dean, the Very Revd Dr Gregor Duncan. 

A finger buffet and wine will be served in the church hall following the service.

AN alternative setting for ‘We are one in the Spirit’ is offered by composer AJ New who will send a piano score to anyone who writes enclosing a large SAE: 9 Maidstone Road, London N11 2TR.

THERE will be a special showing of acclaimed climate justice film The Age of Stupid (starring Pete Postlethwaite) at Glasgow’s G12 cinema (Gilmorehill Building, eastern end of University Avenue) at 7.30pm on Thursday 18 February.

This event is organised jointly by the Wellington Justice and Peace Group and the World Development Movement.

There will be a short introduction by Liz Murray, WDM Scotland’s head of campaigns and networks, and a brief discussion afterwards for those who wish to stay.  

The G12 bar will be open.  Admission free, but donations welcome – proceeds to WDM and the Iona Community’s Growing Hope Appeal.

THE Mothers' Union invites all to a ‘New Beginning’ Eucharist service when Hilary Moran will be commissioned as Provincial President in Scotland on Saturday 13 February at 11am at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Great Western Road, Glasgow by the Primus, the Most Revd David Chillingworth.

The Trustees of Glasgow & Galloway Diocese will also be commissioned. This will be followed by tea and coffee; those attending are invited to bring their own packed lunch.

THE Bishop's Lenten Appeal last year raised £12,654 for Aquaboxes, a disaster relief scheme run by Rotary International.

The Appeal this year, to be launched at Diocesan Synod, will be for the St Matthew Centre, Possilpark.

THE Bridge Pastoral Foundation (formerly the Clinical Theology Association) will hold its annual Scottish conference in St Andrews, 12-16 April. 

The theme is ‘The Spirituality of Counselling and Pastoral Care’ and it will be led by Dr Jim O’Donoghue. 

Fee including full-board accommodation is £385 for non-members and £370 for members. 

Bookings and enquiries by 12 March: 0151 652 0429.

Next issue . . .

ITEMS for the March issue may be submitted by Monday 15 February as ordinary running text (not leaflets, adverts, posters or PDFs, please) to the editor, Susi Cormack Brown, c/o the Diocesan Centre, 5 St Vincent Place, Glasgow G1 2DH, or dns@episcopalglasgow.co.uk.

Diocesan News Service is published 10 times per year by the Scottish Episcopal Church, United Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway (Scottish Charity Number: SC013925). Views expressed are not necessarily those of the editor.
